Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 040108 
ORIGIN SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 R 

DRAFTED BY AF/E:RSPOST/GWSCOTT:CJ 
APPROVED BY AF:WESCHAUFELE JR. 

IO/UNP:GBHELMAN 
EUR/SOV :JGLASSMAN 
U SUN : AY OUNG (IN DRAFT) 

S/S - MR. SEBASTIAN 

231647 013472/43 

P R 231536Z FEB 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO PRIORITY 
INFO AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 040108 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SO. US, PFOR 

SUBJECT: LETTER FROM AMBASSADOR YOUNG TO PRESIDENT SIAD 
REF: LAGOS 1461 

1 . FOLLOWING LETTER IS FROM AMBASSADOR ANDREW YOUNG TO 
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PRESIDENT SIAD. WHILE WE WOULD NORMALLY SUGGEST IT BE 
DELIVERED THROUGH THE FOREIGN OFFICE UNDER COVER OF A 
DIPLOMATIC NOTE, WE WISH TO AVOID IT ARRIVING ON SIAD’S 
DESK WITH SOVIET- WRITTEN ADDENDA ATTACHED. PLEASE, 

THEREFORE, ARRANGE ITS TRANSMITTAL IN AN APPROPRIATE 
CHANNEL WHICH WILL CONVEY THE MESSAGE DIRECTLY TO THE 
PRESIDENT. 
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2. QTE DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: 

I CONSIDER IT TO HAVE BEEN FORTUNATE THAT OUR MEETING 
IN ZANZIBAR PROVIDED AN OPPORTUNITY FOR CONTACT BETWEEN 
OUR TWO GOVERNMENTS SO SOON AFTER THE INSTALLATION OF THE 
NEW U.S. ADMINISTRATION. I APPRECIATE YOUR WILLINGNESS 
TO GIVE ME THE BENEFIT OF YOUR FORTHRIGHT VIEWS ON SOMALI 
POLICY, THE SITUATION IN THE HORN OF AFRICA, AND THE 
FACTORS AFFECTING RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO NATIONS. 

3. 

I AM CONFIDENT THAT YOU WILL FIND THAT THE NEW U.S. 
ADMINISTRATION WILL NOT APPROACH AFRICAN PROBLEMS WITH 
PRE-CONCEIVED IDEAS OF HOW THEY SHOULD BE SOLVED BUT WILL, 
INSTEAD, MAKE AN EFFORT TO SEEK OUT THE VIEWS OF AFRICAN 
LEADERS IN THE FIRST INSTANCE AND TO GIVE THOSE VIEWS 
FULL WEIGHT IN DEVELOPING U.S. ATTITUDES AND POLICIES 
TOWARD THOSE PROBLEMS. WE RECOGNIZE FULLY THAT SOLUTIONS 
IMPOSED BY EXTRA-CONTINENTAL POWERS CAN HAVE NO LASTING 
BENEFICIAL EFFECT, AND THAT A PROPER AMERICAN ROLE IS TO 
SUPPORT PEACEFUL SOLUTIONS TO AFRICAN PROBLEMS ACCEPTABLE 
TO AFRICANS. 

4. 

IN THE LIGHT OF YOUR DESIRE FOR IMPROVED RELATIONS WITH 
THE UNITED STATES, I WANT TO ASSURE YOU THAT FRIENDSHIP 
BETWEEN OUR TWO NATIONS AND PEOPLES NEED NOT BE OBSTRUCTED 
BY HONEST DIFFERENCES OF VIEWS BETWEEN US, OR BY OUR 
RESPECTIVE ADOPTION OF DIFFERING IDEOLOGIES. IT REMAINS 
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OUR POLICY TO MAINTAIN GOOD RELATIONS WITH NON-ALIGNED 
COUNTRIES, AND OUR FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH A NUMBER OF 
NON-ALIGNED STATES BEARS WITNESS TO THIS FACT. SOMALIA'S 
FRIENDSHIP WITH THE SOVIET UNION NEED NOT IN ITSELF BE A 
BAR TO IMPROVED US-SOMALI RELATIONS. HOWEVER, YOU 
ACKNOWLEDGED TO ME YOUR RECOGNITION OF THE FACT THAT THE 
U.S. HAS INTERNATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES. IN GAUGING THE 
EXTENT TO WHICH AN IMPROVEMENT CAN BE ACHIEVED IN U.S.- 
SOMALI RELATIONS, WHICH THE U.S. ADMINISTRATION DESIRES, 

YOU WILL SURELY UNDERSTAND THAT WE HAVE TO TAKE INTO 
ACCOUNT THE DEGREE TO WHICH THE RELATIONSHIP ENJOYED BY 
THE SOVIET UNION WITH SOMALIA IMPINGES UPON U.S. INTER- 
NATIONAL STRATEGIC RESPONSIBILITIES. 

5. 

I AM CONFUSED BY YOUR MENTION THAT THE U.S. REFUSED TO 
HELP SOMALIA DURING A SERIOUS DROUGHT. ON MY RETURN TO 
THE UNITED STATES, I ASKED FOR AN INVESTIGATION OF THIS 
MATTER, AND I FIND THAT, IN RESPONSE TO AN APPEAL TO 
OUR AMBASSADOR BY VICE PRESIDENT KULMIYE ON DECEMBER 7, 
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1974, THE UNITED STATES PROMPTLY DIVERTED A VESSEL BEARING 
1500 TONS OF BISCUITS TO MOGADISCIO, WHERE IT ARRIVED ON 
DECEMBER 25. THE TOTAL VALUE OF U.S. DROUGHT RELIEF AID 
TO SOMALIA IN 1974 AND 1975 WAS ALMOST DOLS 10 MILLION. 

IN RESPONSE TO YOUR GOVERNMENT'S REQUEST LAST YEAR, THE 
U.S. SHIPPED ANOTHER 10,000 TONS OF DROUGHT RELIEF GRAIN 
AT A COST OF OVER DOLS 2.5 MILLION. THE UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT REMAINS PREPARED TO ASSIST IN THE RELIEF OF 
NATURAL CATASTROPHES SHOULD THEY REOCCUR IN SOMALIA OR 
ELSEWHERE. 

6. IN CLOSING, I SHOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU AGAIN FOR THE 
TIME YOU SPENT WITH ME IN ZANZIBAR. I HOPE THAT OUR 
EXCHANGE THERE AND THROUGH THIS LETTER WILL BE FOLLOWED BY 
AN INTENSIFIED DIALOGUE BETWEEN OUR TWO GOVERNMENTS 
WHICH WILL RESULT IN BETTER RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO 
COUNTRIES. FORTUNATELY, AN OPPORTUNITY FOR A CONTINUA- 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 04 STATE 040108 

TION OF THIS DIALOGUE WILL PRESENT ITSELF ON MARCH 1 AND 
2 WHEN DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR AFRICAN AFFAIRS 
TALCOTT W. SEEL YE WILL BE VISITING MOGADISCIO. I HOPE 
YOUR SCHEDULE WILL PERMIT YOU TO RECEIVE HIM SO THAT THE 
EXCHANGE WHICH WE HAVE BEGUN CAN BE CONTINUED. 

SINCERELY, ANDREW YOUNG END QUOTE 
VANCE 
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